
 

THE SERVICE OF LIGHT April 11, 2020 
The Lighting of the Paschal Candle BCP p. 285 

The Book of Common Prayer states, “When the Vigil is not celebrated, the Service of Light  
[the lighting of the Paschal Candle] may take place at a convenient time before the Liturgy on 
Easter Day” (p. 284). Unable to gather as one for Easter, we nonetheless set our Paschal 
Candle alight, for “the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it”  
(John 1:5). 

In the darkness, fire is kindled. 

Officiant Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed 
over from death to life, the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the 
world, to gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover of the Lord, in which, 
by hearing his Word and celebrating his Sacraments, we share in his victory over 
death. 

Let us pray. 

O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of 
your light: Sanctify this new fire, and grant that in this Paschal feast we may so 
burn with heavenly desires, that with pure minds we may attain to the festival of 
everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Paschal Candle is then lighted from the newly kindled fire with the following words, said 
three times: 

Officiant  The light of Christ 
People Thanks be to God 

Officiant Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, and let your trumpets shout 
Salvation for the victory of our mighty King.  

Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth, bright with a glorious splendor, for 
darkness has been vanquished by our eternal King.  

Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, and let your holy courts, in radiant light, 
resound with the praises of your people.  

All you who stand near this marvelous and holy flame, pray with me to God the 
Almighty for the grace to sing the worthy praise of this great light;  through Jesus 
Christ his Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 

  



Officiant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Officiant It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart and mind 
and voice, to praise you, the invisible, almighty, and eternal God, and your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who at the 
feast of the Passover paid for us the debt of Adam's sin, and by his blood delivered 
your faithful people. 

This is the night, when you brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out of 
bondage in Egypt, and led them through the Red Sea on dry land. 

This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom of 
sin, and are restored to grace and holiness of life. 

This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose 
victorious from the grave. 

How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is your mercy and loving-
kindness to us, that to redeem a slave, you gave a Son. 

How holy is this night, when wickedness is put to flight, and sin is washed away. It 
restores innocence to the fallen, and joy to those who mourn. It casts out pride and 
hatred, and brings peace and concord. 

How blessed is this night, when earth and heaven are joined and man is reconciled 
to God. 

Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the offering of this candle in your honor. 
May it shine continually to drive away all darkness. May Christ, the Morning Star 
who knows no setting, find it ever burning—he who gives his light to all creation, 
and who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Blessing 
Lord, we know not what this day will bring forth, but make us ready for whatever it may bring. If 
we are to stand up, help us to stand bravely. If we are to sit still, help us to sit quietly. If we are to 
lie low, help us to do it patiently. And if we are to do nothing, let us do it gallantly. Make these 
words more than words, and give us the Spirit of Jesus. And the Blessing of God, Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit be upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 

An Easter Message from Kevin Laskowski, Minister for Youth and Families, is available on our 
Facebook page.  
 
 

Be silent, be still, and know that God is with us. 

  



 

PLEASE JOIN US EASTER SUNDAY 

FOLLOWING THE EASTER SERVICE, PLEASE JOIN US FOR ZOOM COFFEE HOUR. 

Go to: Zoom.us 
You may need to download an app depending on your device. 

Visit us on the web for more events: www.holycrossepiscopal.org 
 

Apr 12, 2020 10:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/423905726 

 
Meeting ID: 423 905 726 

 
Dial by your location 
+1 253 215 8782 US 
+1 301 715 8592 US 

Meeting ID: 423 905 726 
 


