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Beyond Our Limits
One of the better responses I’ve heard to the question, “What is life like after death?” is “I don’t know, but I’ll tell you when I get there.”

When the Sadducees approach Jesus to ask him what life is like after death for this widow of seven husbands, they do not come with open minds and open hearts. They are the kind of people who come to a conversation with their minds already made up. When they ask Jesus the question, their intent is to argue, to ridicule, and hopefully to embarrass. The Sadducee was the kind of person who knew just a little bit better than everybody else, who had the corner on the market for truth. 
So they tee up a ridiculous sounding “what if” question to make as clear as possible just how ridiculous they think Jesus’ belief system is: “Moses commanded that if a man dies without an heir, his brother is to marry his widow and raise up children. There were seven brothers who in turn marry the woman and die without leaving children; in the resurrection whose wife will she be? For all seven married her.” Not a likely scenario. Point is, Sadducees don’t believe in the resurrection of the dead, and neither should anybody else--it’s just ridiculous. Anyone with half a brain, anyone who’s studied the scientific method in high school science, or human anatomy in biology, or the great philosophers knows better than to place their hopes on something that simply cannot be proven by history, reason, science, or even religion itself--the Sadducees were, after all, religiously affiliated, believing in the Pentateuch, or five books of Moses.
The intent behind the question is “Feel how embarrassing your silly little belief is. Go ahead and prove us wrong if you can.”
Interestingly enough, Jesus answers them directly, without letting their intent to belittle distract him. In fact, he describes resurrection life as if it were real. While he does not go into detail about life after death, he seems to know a few ground rules: “Marriage is something people do in this age,” he says, “But they don’t in the age of resurrection. In fact, not only don’t people marry but they don’t die either.” Point is, many of the natural limits we experience now do not apply to our future life with God. This removes both premises on which the Sadducees’ question is based, and renders it completely powerless. And then to prove his answer, Jesus interprets their own Scripture for them: “And the fact that the dead are raised Moses himself showed, in the story about the bush--Don’t you remember how God speaks to Moses in the burning bush,” he says, “What tense he uses to address Moses?--not ‘I was the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (when they lived and walked the earth),’ but ‘I AM the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of Jacob--right now in the present!’ It’s the present tense because they live: He is God not of the dead, but of the living.”
I don’t know about you, but to talk about resurrection life as if it were real is a challenge for me. For one thing, even though Jesus and Paul both talk about it, it’s not clear exactly what happens, and it’s most unclear how it all happens. “I will tell you a mystery,” writes Paul to the church in Corinth, “We will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.” Does this mean at the moment we die, or at some future point when Jesus comes to bring the fullness of God’s kingdom? We don’t know.
Or maybe it’s hard to talk about because the Christian view on resurrection appears disrespectful to those who are mourning. What a strange thing to explain to someone who is grieving that while their history with the person has ended for now, God’s history with that person continues. What a strange thing to say they’ll see that person again. It just doesn’t sound nice; it feels insensitive. And I think the reason why is because resurrection talk diminishes the power of death; it puts death back in its proper place as one small point in God’s unbreakable history with us. When we are paying homage to the devastating power of death, talk of the good news of resurrection life seems impolite. 
(When it comes to talking about resurrection as if it were real,) But I think the greatest silencer for many of us is our sheer embarrassment at the absence of facts. Truth is, death and decay surround us with ample facts, ample evidence, but resurrection life, well it’s a hunch really. You’ve noticed at the last burial service you’ve attended: there’s real evidence of death’s power, right there in the casket, right in the box of ashes; but where’s the hard evidence for resurrection? We experience death every day--it’s in the news, it’s in our life; but how to quantify our experience of resurrection? Where the secular world has us is that Christianity’s heart and soul, its core, the epicenter of our whole identity as Christian people is based on something that cannot be seen, cannot be proven.

But where Christianity has the secular world, or better put where Christianity shares its transforming power with the world, is in its hope. Jesus is raised from the dead, Alleluiah! Jesus said to Martha, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live.” Or as Paul continues in that letter to the church in Corinth, “When this perishable body puts on imperishability, and this mortal body puts on immortality, then the saying that is written will be fulfilled: ‘Death has been swallowed up in victory.’ ‘Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?’ But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Resurrection is the hope that our life has a future with God even when we reach our own very real limits, in particular the limit of death. We do not worship a God of the past tense, of years gone by. We worship the God of the present, the great I AM, who includes us in his present for all time.
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